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Killer Whales

Decline of the endangered SRKW 

linked to threats such as noise and 

disturbance from marine shipping, 

creating highly collaborative 

government effort to protect the 

population.

Increased Shipping

Major projects are driving an 

increase in shipping, especially in 

remoter areas like Kitimat, and 

driving a need to examine LNG 

regulatory regime.

Emergency Response

Complex incidents and extreme weather 

highlight the interconnectedness of 

supply chains and need for robust 

relationships with federal, provincial, 

municipal and local communities.

COVID-19

Global pandemic causing major 

impacts to marine shipping 

worldwide and in Canada, driving 

new policies, networks, and 

innovation. 

Key Issues for MSS Pacific (1 of 2)



Small Vessel Safety

Recent incidents among tugs, 
fishing boats, and passenger 
vessels highlight the need to 

strengthen safety compliance 
and enforcement among this 

sector.

Regulated Cargo 

Inspection Program
Identified areas to 
improve efficiency are 

leading to changes in 
the Cargo Program and 

use of new technologies.

Pilotage

Recent changes to
the Pilotage Act 
creating 

potential changes to
Pacific regulations.

Seafarer Certification

Increased access of 
exam centre in Victoria 
creating capacity 

constraints and need for 
regional review of these 

centres.

South Coast Anchorages 

and Vessels Offshore
Increases in vessels waiting 
offshore and anchorage 

capacity constraints creating 
the need for increased 

tracking and domain 
awareness.

Key Issues for MSS Pacific (2 of 2)



Pacific Tug Safety Initiatives (1 of 4)
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• Personalized email or letter to all ARs

• 484 contacted

Outreach to Authorized 

Representatives • 15 expressions of interest and 

11 enrollments to SVCP-T (as of May 
6)

Interest/Enrollments:

Small Vessel Compliance Program –Tug: Regional Implementation

• No cost to owner/operator

• Regulatory requirements in one place

• Potential reduction in insurance costs

• Potential to increase contracting 

opportunities

• As program grows, becomes industry-

wide standard

• Owners and operators better prepared 
to meet future SMS requirements 

Benefits of Enrollment:



Pacific Tug Safety Initiatives (2 of 4)

Small Vessel Compliance Program –Tug: Key Documents

SSB No: 1/2022 Detailed Compliance Report 

for Small Tugs
TP 15491E

https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/marine-safety/ship-safety-bulletins/new-small-vessel-compliance-program-tugs-ssb-no-1-2022
https://wwwapps.tc.gc.ca/Corp-Serv-Gen/5/forms-formulaires/search/results?Keywords=&FormNumber=85-0525&TransportationMode=&Format=&ResultView=Submit
https://tc.canada.ca/sites/default/files/2021-12/TP15491E.pdf


Pacific Tug Safety Initiatives (3 of 4)
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• Working with ARs to become compliant  

• 34 inspections completed (as of May 6)

Inspections Completed

Compliance Inspections for Tugs under 15 Gross Tonnage 

1. Vessel Registration and Operations

2. Construction, Stability, Watertightness

3. Navigational Safety and Equipment

4. Vessel Manning and Crew 

Qualifications

5. Pollution Prevention

Detailed Compliance Report for Small Tugs 

6. Electrical Systems/Batteries

7. Fuel Systems
8. Machinery
9. Life Saving and Fire Safety Equipment

• Includes planned (risk-based) and unplanned inspections

• Targeted toward vessels enrolled and not enrolled in SVCP-T 



Pacific Tug Safety Initiatives (4 of 4)

Pacific Coast Tow and Workboat Safety Advisory Group TC-WorkSafeBC MoU

• Transport Canada 
• Canadian Coast Guard
• RCMP
• Transportation Safety Board

Government of Canada Government of BC
• WorkSafeBC

• Co-Chaired by Industry and Labour

• TC as Secretariat  

Members: 

Industry
• Council of Marine Carriers

Labour
• ILWU, Local 400
• CMSG
• SIU of Canada
• CLAC, Local 600

Objective:  collaborative forum and consultative body to 

enhance safety and make recommendations 

Under privacy/legal review 

Updating MoU to share information 

on commercial vessels in BC



Marine Coastal Carriage and Delivery of Oil and Fuels

Ship Safe Bulletin Outreach Compliance Inspections 

To-date:

• 31 questionnaires completed

• 16 barges inspected

• 10 vessels issued with 

deficiencies



Next Steps

Collaboration

• Finalize TC-WorkSafeBC

MoU

• Advance work through 

PCTAG

• Efforts to address shortage 

of mariners

Support from Industry

• Promote SVCP-T

• Share Best Practices 

• Report non-compliance

• Outreach and 

presentations at marine 

schools

TC Inspector Presence

• Small tug inspections 

• Outreach and education on 

SVCP-T

• Random barge inspections 

and follow-up



Questions or Comments?


