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If a ship or boat spills or threatens to spill oil intfo Canadian
waters, those affected are entitled to compensation.

Nobody needs 1o go o court.




Those affected by ship-source oil pollution incidents have
two choices:

1. Demand compensation from the shipowner; or

2. Submit a claim to the Ship-source QOll Pollution Fund.
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Compensation from the Fund is not capped, meaning
that all eligible claims will be paid.

We have received over 500 claims since 1989.




The Fund also covers “mystery” spills, where there is no
identifiable shipowner to sue.



We suggest bypassing the courts and coming directly to the
Fund for compensation.




S4.2 million

_argest-ever direct claim
OAYyOUT

$217.86

Smallest-ever claim

Chaulk Determination, Trois-Riviéres, QC (2015)

Most claims are for under $S50,000



“Ship” doesn’t just mean large vessels and tankers.

All kinds of ships and boats are covered.




Clipper Adventurer, 2010

An oil spill
is not required.




Compensable Damages Overview

L=

Preventive Clean-up Costs for Property
measures costs reinstatement of the damage
environment

Economic Fisheries Tourism Loss of
loss losses losses subsistence living

Bear in mind, the Administrator can only

reimburse for reasonable costs and expenses.
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The Fund’s
Direct Claims
Process

1. OIL POLLUTION DAMAGE

2. SUBMIT YOUR CLAIM

E Submit your paper or electronic claim.

A claim should include:
* Description of the incident * Proof of damages
¢ Receipts or proof of payment e Pictures
for costs or expenses

{ To be on the safe side, submit your claim
within two years of the incident.

A fast-track process is available for claims of $35,000 or less.

| Submit your claim within one year of the incident.

3. ASSESSMENT

Here is what we are looking for:

Was the incident caused by
oil pollution from a ship or
a boat?

What actions did you take?
Why? How much damage
did you suffer?

How much did you spend?
Was that amount reason-
able?

Have you provided proof?

4. OFFER & COMPENSATION

You have 60 days to accept the
Administrator’s offer or appeal it
in court.

We will pay the amount offered
plus interest.

 [Ifyou are not paid in full, we provide
the reasons for any reductions.

5. RECOVERY

Once we pay you, we take all
reasonable measures to
recover from the shipowner or oe

other responsible person. VI

Canada’s regime is based on the
principle that owners are responsible

for oil pollution caused by their ships
and boats — this is the polluter pays
principle.
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The Fund can advance up to $50 million in emergency funding to the
Canadian Coast Guard in the case of a major incident.
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The Fund is active in Transboundary Liability and Compensation (TLC)
meetings and exercises.

We are ready to work with our American and international partners
(including IOPC Funds, IGP&I, and ITOPF) in the event of a major spill.




Derelicts are prominent in our claims porifolio




83 British Columbia claims received over the last five fiscal years.
12 of those (11 separate incidents) involved a fug and/or barge.

Just 2 of those Iinvolved vessels acftively engaged in the
transportation of goods. The remainder were derelicts or vessels
converted to some other purpose, including accommodations
barges.
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Two recent rulings from the 5
Federal Court that clarify -
our compensatory regime




The owner of the only vessel involved in a ship-source oil pollution incident
cannot recover its response costs from the Fund via a direct claim.

Haida Tourism Limited Partnership (West Coast Resorts) v Canada (Ship-source Oil Pollution Fund),
2022 FC 1249. [The West Island 395]
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The two-year limitation period for direct claims to the Fund applies where
the evidence shows that a discharge of any volume of oil probably
occurred, even where there is no direct evidence of a discharge.

Canada v Canada (Ship-source Oil Pollution Fund), 2022 FC 1310. [The Stelie Il and the Miss Terri]
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Ship-source Oil Pollution Fund

General Claims Manual

November 2019 Edition

Claims Manuals

http://sopf.gc.ca/2page id=543

Canada

Ship-source Oil Pollution Fund

Expedited Process for
Small Claims Guidelines & Form

November 2019 Edition

Canada
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http://sopf.gc.ca/?page_id=543

Other Key Publications

SHIP-SOURCE OIL POLLUTION FUND

{ COMPENSATION
HANDBOOK

for Fishers, Aquaculturists,
and All Involved
in Related Activities

Canada

http://sopf.gc.ca/epage id=9911

SHIP-SOURCE OIL
POLLUTION FUND

THE ADMINISTRATOR’S
ANNUAL REPORT

2022-2023

Canada

https://sopf.gc.ca/2page id=309#AnnualReport

SHIP-SOURCE OIL POLLUTION FUND

COMPENSATION
HANDBOOK
for Municipal,

Local and Indigenous
Governments

AuGusT
EDiTion 2022
A/,

Canadid

hitps://sopf.gc.ca/2page id=13033
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Questions and Discussion

Don't hesitate to contact us at

Join our distribution list at to be the first to know when our

upcoming publications are available.



mailto:info@sopf-cidphn.gc.ca
http://sopf.gc.ca/
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